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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Nashimoto & Associates
1833 Kalakaua Avenue, Suite 201
Honolulu, Hawaii 96815
Phone: (808) 955-9361 
Fax: (808) 955-9742
Email: info@nashimoto.com

Save The Date

Luxury Row 
And 

Satoru Abe

PRESENT

 Satoru Abe
72 Years of Creativity

At
Luxury Row

2100 Kalakaua Avenue
Waikiki, Hawaii

From Wednesday, July 24th, 2019, 5:00 pm opening reception 
through Thursday August 15th, 2019

The Exhibit Will Be Open Daily To The Public From 12:00 pm To 9:00 pm

Luxury Row – “where fashion meets art” - at 2100 Kalakaua Avenue 
 is proud to support the arts in Waikiki

Waikiki, HI – The owners of Luxury Row are proud to host a lifetime retrospective exhibit for 
world-renowned artistic legend Satoru Abe, from July 24 to August 15, celebrating 72 Years 
of His Creativity, spanning from age 21 to 93.  Known as “The Godfather of Honolulu’s Art 
Scene,” Mr. Abe will work at Luxury Row daily, giving guests the rare opportunity to witness Mr. 
Abe creating new works of art and to meet Mr. Abe in person, while they tour the exhibit.  

In 1950, at age 24, Satoru Abe held his first solo show at the historic Gima’s Art Gallery at 
2141 Kalakaua Avenue, directly across from Luxury Row. Now, at age 93, his life has come full 
circle with his life’s retrospective exhibit back in Waikiki.  Mr. Abe has also been exhibited at 
world-renowned museums including MoMa, the Whitney Museum, Tokyo Central Museum, Contem-
porary Museum, Honolulu and Virginia Museum, Richmond, Virginia.

“It seemed destined that Mr. Abe should return to the location of his first show 69 years ago, 
just across the street from Luxury Row.  we are honored to host this living legend’s life ret-
rospective.  I was enthralled to meet Mr. Abe at our 2009 event and even more excited to expe-
rience his creating new works of art at Luxury Row”, says Luxury Row’s co-owner, Robert Sie-
gel. Luxury Row celebrated Satoru Abe in 2009, together with artists, Robert Kobayashi and 
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Harry Tsuchidana at Luxury Row’s CHANEL Boutique’s Modern Masters Show. Other local 
artists were also featured in the other Fashion boutiques, including Gucci and Saint Laurent. 
The owners of Luxury Row seek to further stimulate cultural awareness of Hawaii’s art by com-
bining fashion and art with “Fashion meets Art”.

Born in Honolulu, Mr. Abe studied under Shirley Russell at McKinley High School; studied at 
California Academy of Fine Arts; then the Art Students League in New York City, and studied 
under George Grosz, and Louis Bouche. There he met his wife, Ruth Tanji of Wahiawa.  

In 1950, he returned to Honolulu where he had his first exhibition, and his daughter, Gail, was 
born. That same year, he met his mentor, the older accomplished artist, Isami Doi, and fellow art-
ists Bumpei Akaji, Tetsuo Ochikubo, Jerry Okimoto and Tadashi Sato, who would become life-
long friends.

In 1951, Mr. Abe learned welding from Akaji, created his first sculpture, and participated in a 
three-person exhibition at The Honolulu Academy of Art.

Mr. Abe spent the following year in Japan, studying his roots, painting and exhibiting at Kofu-
kai and Takemiya Galleries in Tokyo. He returned to Honolulu, and developed his first body of 
work, White Paintings.

In 1954, Akaji, with Abe, rented a house slated for demolition on Metcalf Street in Honolulu, to 
stage their joint art exhibit among seven friends- -all Asian Americans. 

They proudly called themselves Metcalf Chateau, whose members, along with Mr. Abe and 
Akaji, were Ochikubo, Okimoto, Sato, Edmund Chung, and James Park.  The exhibition was seen 
by Robert Griffin, director of the Honolulu Academy of Arts (now Honolulu Museum of Art) 
and, within two months, the Metcalf Chateau had their show at the Honolulu Academy of Arts.

In 1956, Mr. Abe returned to New York and began a long-term association with Sculpture Cen-
ter, with four solo exhibitions there over the decade. 

1959 was a monumental year. Mr. Abe was selected for the New Talent  exhibition by Art in 
America. His sculpture was on the cover of Art in America Magazine ; his work was accepted in 
the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) and was featured in TIME Magazine.

In 1961, the Whitney Museum in New York purchased Mr. Abe’s sculpture, Twin Trees , for their 
permanent collection. His pieces are in private and public collections worldwide, and his com-
missioned works can be seen throughout the Hawaiian Islands and in Hiroshima, Japan.

In 1970, a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts allowed Mr. Abe to become the 
Artist-in-Residence in Waianae, Hawaii, and worked on his first State Foundation On Culture 
and Arts (SFCA) commission for Nanakuli High School. He lived in Waianae for the next four-
teen years and was filmed for Artists in Hawaii - Satoru Abe, in partnership with Hawai’i Public 
Television in 1984.

In 1986 Mr. Abe Exhibited his first series of 200 miniature copper cutouts at Bishop Square in 
Honolulu and began his Masterpiece Series. 
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Mr. Abe opened his own gallery, “Satoru’s Art Gallery,” in Downtown Honolulu in 2003. then, 
in 2006, he moved it to Mo’ili’ili until it closed in 2014.

His lifetime of artistic genius was honored in 2013 at the annual Art at the Capitol in conjunc-
tion with the Hawaii State Art Museum.

“Wheel No 2” from the Wheel series will be on display from the collection of Clayton and Ly-
nette Honbo as well as his sculpture, “Webbed Tree” that was featured at MoMA and TIME Mag-
azine in 1959.  The 1984 video, Artists of Hawai’i - Satoru Abe will be available at the exhibit for 
viewing as well.

Other solo shows: 
-Sculpture Center, NYC (1956-1965)
-Virginia Museum, Richmond, Virginia (1962)
-Contemporary Arts Center (1982)
-Tokyo Central Museum (1986)
-The Contemporary Museum, Honolulu (1988)
-50-Year retrospective, The Contemporary Museum, Honolulu (1998)
-Sculpture exhibition, Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii (2010)

Awards and Recognition:
“Guggenheim Fellowship”, 1963; “Living Treasure”, Hawaii Honpa Hongwanji (1984); McKinley 
High School “Hall of Honor” (1987); “KOA Outstanding Artist”, Koa Gallery (1997); “Honor of 
a Lifetime of Artistic Excellence”, Honolulu Japanese Chamber of Commerce (2006); “Alfred 
Preis Award for Excellence in the Arts”, Arts Alliance, (2007); “Celebration of Leadership and 
Achievement Award”, Japanese Cultural Center (2010)

Interview opportunities:
Satoru Abe; Robert Siegel - Luxury Row co-owner; John Koga - Curator; Joyce Okano - Exhibit Co-
ordinator

Satoru Abe, age 93, works daily at his studio, cutting and welding copper and 
bronze for his sculptures
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Wheel no 5 from the Wheel collection, State Foundation of Culture and Arts
Welded Copper and Bronze; 1979; Photo Credit; Frank Sojka

untitled 1948
Oil on canvas

Size: 19”(w) x 25”(h)
painting of a student model while at Art Student’s League

Photo credit: Gail Goto
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Three Mourners
1955

Oil on canvas
size: 56”(w) x 38-1/1”(h)

Photo credit: Gail Goto

Reaching Up
1948

Painted in SF
20” x 24”

Oil painting


